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Horace’s Satire
The Satires refer to a collection of poems by Horace, a Roman poet. The satirical poems are grouped into the book I and II. The dominant theme in Horace’s Satires is human happiness and perfection (Yona, p. 2). The first book of the Satires consists of the first works of the poet which portrays him as a gifted poet. The book was published as early as 35 BC. The poems take the form of conversation the poet employs both Greek philosophy and Roman aesthetics to remind the audience of their desires and ambitions in life. The majority of Horace’s satirical poems in the book I and II build on the philosophy of self- sufficiency and moderation in life which Greek philosophers embraced (Yona, p. 2). Also, in the second collection (Book II) of the Satires, the poet focuses on happiness and contentment in life which is the fundamental philosophical question underlining the Greek Hellenistic philosophy. 
The difference between the book I and II is that Book II poems are a dialogue which includes the philosophical ideas of several pseudo- philosophers (Kemp, p. 110). The pseudo- philosophers involved in the conversations include Ofellus (the peasant), Damasippus (art- dealer who turns to the stoic philosopher), Dama (the poet’s slave) and Teiresias (mythical seer). The thoughts of the pseudo- philosophers provide a satiric contrast to those owned by the narrator. It suffices to argue that Horace’s satire provides a fundamental reference to the works of modern poets (Kemp, p. 111). The theme of the search for happiness and contentment by humans is found in the works of contemporary authors, playwrights, and poets.
Satire 2.5 (Book II, Satire V)
The satire was composed around 30 BCE. The poem is unique because of its subject, the legacy of hunting (Yona, p. 607). The satire involves the conversation between the personas Tiresias and Ulysses. The conversation is borrowed from Homer’s Odyssey, Book 11. In Odyssey, the two characters meet and interact in the underworld. They hold a talk about happiness and contentment once they leave underworld to Ithaca. According to Ulysses life will be unbearable in Ithaca because his store will have been depleted by suitors and therefore, there will be no wealth left for him. He is convinced that character and breeding are meaningless if a person does not have enough wealth. However, his friend Tiresias suggests that he should turn to legacy hunting, an act which will earn him wealth and fame (Yona, p. 613). 
Tiresias gives Ulysses example of people in history that tried legacy hunting and other affluent careers to earn recognition in the society. The story in the poem builds on the imagery of hunting. Tiresias asserts that the person seeking legacy should be acquitted with snares and familiar with his prey like tunny fish does. The poem explores social malpractices like the touting for fame. The humor created in the poem resembles that which Juvenal created in his poetry (Yona, p. 621). Juvenal is a 1st century AD poet whose poetry touched on the weakness of men as he tries to attain the higher potentialities. The same cynicism is captured in Horace Satire 2.5.
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